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subject: domestic politics, social problems, dramas, educational reforms,
the contemporary trend of literature, the first labor movement, the
opening of the modern private banks by the Mitsui and the Yasuda
Houses, the territorial acquisitions in China by the Powers, the rumor
of the secret treaty between Russia and China against Nippon, Hawaii's
refusal to permit Nipponese immigration, and women's fashions.
In the meantime, Saionji handed a bulky manuscript to Takekoshi.
"Thank you, Marquis. The public will be eager to read the account
of your life, I shall see to it that the story appears in installments in
our magazine as soon as possible. It will be entitled The Miscellaneous
Writings of-"
He looked at the host who said: "TWfl."
He laid it down and whispered to Kunigita, the war correspondent:
"Read this some time."
"Yes, Takekoshi-san."
After another drink, Kunigita opened the Saionji manuscript and
began to look through it.
Sakai saw him. "You don't need to read it now. There must be
plenty of breath-taking and fascinating facts in the life of our chief/'
The reader ignored the interruption. He frequently bit his mous-
tache.
Sakai repeated his statement. Kunigita raised his eyebrows, but Take-
koshi intervened. "Well," he said, wiping his round chin, "in the
political field Marquis Saionji, frankly speaking, is still a secondary
character when we think of the Genros, but within a short while you'll
see him head the Government.*'
"Those courtiers had very little to offer and were too tender-hearted
towards the brusque clansmen—" Sakai interrupted, but Takekoshi
once more put his handkerchief to his face and went on: "Marquis
Saionji remained in the stormy sea of politics despite the fact that he
could have chosen steady and undisturbed court duty if he so desired.
But he continued to be active and has already headed the Education
Department twice and also the Foreign Office. Furthermore, his
Choshu mentor, Genre Ito, is anxious to bequeath his political fortune
to him/'
The ordinarily reserved Takekoshi went on and on, concluding that
they must publicize the Marquis as much as possible: "Because Marquis
Saionji himself, quite contrary to the practice of the political leaders,
avoids aU limelight."
Sakai, patiently waiting, said: "You are correct in that, Takekoshi

